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Who's the bird man?. you mighl have won
dered If you'vo beon oul al nightl recenily
and spotted a rather tall thin gentlemen
walking around dressed head-lo-log in
arhito feathers. It's Hang Langner, i you did-
't know, Hang Kong's favorite uber-bird and
starling of the arl world, curronlly donning
the down o promote his lalgst art and poer
farmance spectacular Birds
I've been gotling n very good reaciion

says Langner aboul his recen! costumed
putings
hird or hirdman. I've anly bean doing it for &

People have been calllng me HE

fewe weeks and already people kEnow aboul
llhe show]. People even recognize me whan
I'm nmot dressed up

Birds |5 a difficult 1o elassity addition (0
the local arts program, combining elements
of dance, live music, sxpermental theatar
song. installation and live sculplure on (e
same slage. In Birds. Langner will be both
perdorming, and installing a sculpture dur
g the show, Asked whether thal makes
tim an artist of & pedormer, Langner chuck-
les. “I'm o combination,” he says. "When |
first came to Hong Kang bwo years ago | was
a sculptor. But my background (s in acting
But he started daneing whon he consirucied
a singe on his roof, and then nésded some-
thing to put on i1 "Mow I'm dancing wilh
art,” he says

The be-plumed renais
sance man will bo [oined in
the production by Seven
perfarmers Trom DanceArt
and five dance siudenis
from the Academy of
Perfdorming Arts, plus a
small brown caged bird
which Langner will fries
after the pedlormance

Tha main [heme
ol the produclion

% rgincarna-

fion, and In the story the dancers will enact
ihe hirds dying and then, phoenix-like, belng

re=porm
Bl leve in

Reincarnation I8 something |
says Langner. “I1's a big theimds
of my life. | wanted to show that when the
bird soul dins, it can be ranstormed
Langner admita that it is birda though,
antd nol reincamation, thal have played a
biggor mole in his creations (o date
i bhe doing every
art work as a bird
naw, Poople tell me
that maybe | showld
stop. but | can't
promise anything,
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g Tha feathered

% lascination began
back in  March
whisn Langner

I staged @& p@rivate
perfarmance in his
Chung Haom Kok
hama wearing

nothing but haney
and feathers It

Wis an |mprovisa
tien and | only had
one ar two days planning
and 1 didnt know whal to
wiear, 50 | used an old cush
ign, and | had honoy In the
fridge, o | covered my Body in
teaibors.” In Birds he'll be wear-
ing slightly more tham just sol
Fl..:rrl:.-\.i"lnqr,
Birds plays on Dec 13 and 14 af
the Academy for Performing aria
Sea Dance, p.A5 for delails
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